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Activities - rGLC meetings and calls

– 1st meeting, April 2014  

• in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

• Discussion topic: XDR-TB treatment, updates on short  
regimen

• Workshop on PMDT for Malayasian stakeholders

– 2nd meeting, December 2014

• In Manila, Philippines

• With TAG and NTP manager meeting

• Working group discussion with countries to identify 
priority needs for technical assistance 

– Teleconferences

• August

• PNG situation
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Activities – Focused Missions
• PNG

– Feb

– Focus: Joint monitoring mission

• Viet Nam

– April

– Focus: Patient centered approach, recording and reporting

• Mongolia

– May

– Focus: XDR – TB management

• Cambodia 

– August

– Focus: Clinical audit, review of NTM

• Laos

– Sept

– Focus: Pharmacovigilence,  shorter regimen

• Philippines

– November

– Focus: Xpert roll out, recording and reporting, TB and DM

• China

– December 
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Other Activities

• Workshop: Strengthening drug regulation, March 2014

– Drug regulatory authorities and NTP discussed together and identified 

priority actions

• Workshop: Child TB action plan

– MCH, Pediatrician and NTP came together to discuss and develop 

action plan

• New drug introduction: 

– Philippines and Viet Nam

• Shorter regimen preparation:

– Philippines, Viet Nam, Laos

• Z-Mfx resistance surveillance:

– Philippines

• Stock pile management for the Pacific Island countries and areas

– Finalization of  DR-TB management protocol for the Pacific Island 

countries and areas
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Review of rGLC mechanism

• Organized by GF

• Conducted by KNCV in August

• Desk review of all reports 2011 – 2013

• Interview of 

– NTP (Philippines and Mongolia)

– PR (Philippines and Mongolia)

– rGLC members

• All stakeholders acknowledged the importance of rGLC

coordination and need for technical assistance
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Country focus: PNG
• rGLC was approached in July 2014 regarding management of 7 

XDR and 2 pre XDR-TB cases.  rGLC reviewed patient data and all 
available reports

• This is an excellent example of the observation of Gryzbowski in 
1978 that “a poor program is worse than no program at all”

• rGLC conference call meeting recommendations: 
– rGLC expressed it's deep concern on the current situation of MDR-TB management (and 

overall TB program performance) in PNG

– With the current program condition, rGLC is not in a position to recommend PMDT or 
individualized treatment on a national scale

– It is of utmost important to protect patients and communities from the risk of amplification of 
drug resistance and to protect new drugs

– Minimum quality criteria (as per international Guidelines) should be adhered to for the TB 
control programme in general and the MDR-TB component in particular

– rGLC welcomes the political commitment shown by the PNG MOH with the establishment of 
a special task force

– the task force needs to develop a comprehensive plan with very clear quality control 
measures to ensure implementation, improved accountability and sustainability

– rGLC would gladly facilitate a meeting or arrange a mission to provide guidance and 
constructive inputs if requested
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PNG: Current situation and response

• M/XDR TB  Emergency response task force was established 
and started their function

• Taskforce is chaired by Deputy Health Secretary 

• Task force includes all stakeholders (including Burnett 
Institute and MSF)

• WHO act as a Secretariat of the task force

• WHO is working on creation a post and recruit a Medical 
Officer focusing on MDR-TB
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Conference Call discussion (WR and rGLC Chair) 

September 12, 2014

• Basic TB control needs to be strengthened to prevent further 

MDR-TB creation

• Leadership of the program is a concern

• MDR-TB is a special priority at the highest level after RD’s 

visit. Some evidence of active transmission (MDR-TB among 

children and new TB cases) in Western Province

• Context of PNG (community, culture and geographic location) 

needs to be considered. However, slow progress is observed 

(loss to follow up is decreasing)

• DRS in 4 provinces are ongoing
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