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Next Steps

• Information to countries and WHO R/CO (July)

http://www.who.int/tb/challenges/mdr/short_regimen_use/en/index.html



Use of shorter regimens for MDR-TB

Study protocols 
compliant with 
WHO position
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Promoting access to quality-

assured drugs for MDR-TB 

management

• WHO Essential Medicines List (April 2015)

• WHO Expression of Interest (ongoing)



Next steps: updating of policies in 2015

• Safety and efficacy of group 

5 second-line drugs (SLDs)

• Re-grouping of SLDs

• Treatment of XDR-TB

• Treatment of 

mono/polyresistance

• Models of care for patients 

without treatment options

• Social support to enhance 

treatment adherence and 

improve quality of life



Emerging ethical issues in MDR-TB 
management: updating the guidance in 2015

• Caring for patients who are a 

source of infection but have no 

effective treatment alternatives 

• Forced repatriation of legal and 

illegal migrant TB patients

• TB management in prisons

• Advocacy for TB in the era of 

DR

• Ethics of preventive therapy in 

the context of the TB elimination

• Management of MDR-TB in 

children 



LET’S NOT FORGET TB INFECTION CONTROL! 

(the vice-chair of that group is around!)

• Infection control through means other than early diagnosis 

and effective treatment is also paramount when:

– diagnosis is made in the absence of effective treatment

– treatment fails in patients with XDR-TB

– health care workforce faces avoidable infection risks

• Updating of WHO 

policy on TB infection 

will start in 2015 

following well 

established process
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